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STAGE TRADITIONS

ago the stage maid type was established, and
no one would dare change it much.

Just as old jokes g<> best in the playhouse,
s«, do the standard character tv-n-s. I-*.»r the
Countess and burglar types, a- for the law¬
yer and »Southerner, reasons will be found
tobeth» inn as in the cited instan« of the
banker type. It i- »i little lesson in outside
world traditions a- it is in theatrical tra«li-
tions. Let me illustrate with a test. Write
the single word "1 «urgl.tr" mi a pitee of paper.
Apropos of nothing, suddenly hand the paper
to a member of your family and ask htm <>r

her quickly t.» describe t«> you his or her
mental picture «>i a burglar. It is a safe
proposition that tin- resulting description
will l«e practically the --.aim- as that 01 the
stage tradition ser statistical table; type No.
I«"»'.
The -am« thing will hold tru« of the three

other t)*pes; or, if it d«><-s not hold true in

all. y»»n will at least observe that in the de¬
scription there will l»e included some of the
-salient characteristics ordered by playhouse
¡tradition. Thus are the stage characters
mirrored by tradition from the public's un«

changing mind.

13 It 1HT h« n i¡ an important item that must
notbi overlooked, orpurposely|n

pre'»!, by th< reader who may resolve him¬
self into my eritie. The details of tradition

hange and vary at intervals in so far
as the characters in the play world ai

e.-rued; but somewhere, somehow, down at

thebottom of the characters, you will usually,
in any year, discover some of tradition's

¡tided attributes and qualities. In
melodrama tradition waves a sterner
ter than in any other avenue of drama. In
recent years tradition may seem »to havt

rt of its grip on some of the stag«
acters; but you'll si*«- that tra lition will be
on deck again when the wheel turns round.
This year, niayl»,-, or

as the ease may be, may have been, or ma*« be
will be, the villain may be a blond with a

pink suit on; bul this anom¬
alous evildoer will go to his deserved grave
and will be replaced with the whole or at

til of the favorite and thru honored
villain bran !. And with th<
characters it is n
Two years ago 1 wrote and with rm

ner pn »duced a piece in win. h tins« standard
characl r- were »atirized, in which the vil¬
lain and hero and heroine took the audience
into their confidencre and gave their little
secrets away to the people in the orchestra
seat-. An«l here is th< part of it, as

thi newspapCT and boxoffitt« howed
till will show if investigated: that, de¬

spite the burlesque of the whole thing, the
audience was thoroughly interested in the

ments of their favorite old characters
(in the "plot," that is jusl the same. Vou
si-e, the average audience want- the
ters; it loves them; it remembet
never forgets them, no matter what the
playwright impels them todo, even,
here the case, t< thing to ridi« ule

the traditions that have
made them.

I have since tried out thi I
satirizing tin theatrical traditions in ai

play 1 wrote, an'!, incidentally, in another
play fr« m two other pen** thai my bu I

partner and I produced. And the audience
:i loving the traditional stand1

much as ever! Part of the proof of the pud¬
ding is t<» be found, in a -mall way, in these

T El ' hmgtii.it e«»nei rnson«
**¦¦"¦ v.-nt rabí«- theatrical tradition oth< r than
that relating to the characters in the play.
This is the "tradition" if we may «givi il
that name -of the quivery musit played
«luring eirtain sad «»r tense situation ».; a

play. A »great many pi «pie an- inclini
believe this is a usel« an obscure
day. It is nothing of tin *«»rt. It i- an es-

'-. tt the plaj ing of certain
melodies like "The Spring Song" (the «.!«!
standby in such »a crisis) has a dir««'
on the hear! of the spectator and auditor.
|us! as it is a fait thai the «Irawing of a bow

high pitched violin string will make
a d«»g whin.-, so will the dear old "Spring
Song" make an audience feel weepy, and so,
in a tense -it nation, will a quick, nervoui tune
make the audience feel excited. Lei people
laugh all they want t«, ,-¡1 the mention of tin
quivery music tradition, bu1 you will dis¬
cover that they will 1»«- affected by it jut
lik»- all the oth« r on» they .'.re **eated in the

Everytra most of which
change year in and year out; but the tricks
of the theatri
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